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Percy A. Pierre 
President of 
Prairie View A&M University 
September 1987 
Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends 
of Prairie View A&M University: 
As the summer draws to a close and we 
begin to prepare for another academic 
year, I want to share with you some of the 
highlights of the past year. There have 
been significant administrative changes 
that I want to report, as well as faculty and 
student honors, and an update on the 
continuing physical improvements to our 
campus. I might also add that we join other 
Texas institutions of higher education in 
celebrating the closest thing to a victory 
that we were likely to get this year in the 
Austin budget battle. In a time of severe 
cutbacks in state expenditures and the 
largest tax hike in Texas history, the 
funding of higher education was increased. 
However, since higher education suffered 
severe cuts in 1986, our "victory" really 
amounts to catching up to where we were 
without losing even more ground. 
Telling Our Story 
As most of you know, the budget discuss­
ions in the Texas Legislature prompted a 
drastic reevaluation of state universities, 
including our own. We know that Prairie 
View has done important work for almost 
110 years in the education of Texans. A 
good thing to come out of the Texas 
budget crisis was that it forced us to tell 
our story-more clearly and emphatically 
than we have ever had to tell it before. 
This was partially accomplished with a fall 
and winter Media Day, when some 
members of the executive staff and deans 
made presentations to area media represen­
tatives. 
But the greatest impact, by far, was made 
during Legislative Day in February, when 
over 40 members of the Texas Legislature 
and over 100 guests from the area came to 
our campus to see for themselves what 
we're about. We gave them presentations 
about our programs, campus tours, and a 
dinner. They were impressed, and we too 
can be impressed with the fine efforts of 
our staff and the large number of student 
volunteers who made the event a success. 
We made the front page of The Chronicle 
of HighepEducation—which gave us 
positive national attention and rec­
ognition. 
White House Award 
Prairie View received more national 
attention earlier in the year, when Presi­
dent Ronald Reagan gave the university an 
award at the White House, on behalf of the 
White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy and the U.S. Depart­
ment of Education. The honor was given 
to PVAMU for developing research spon­
sorships and exemplary alliances with 
private sector companies, federal agencies, 
and national laboratories that "have sig­
nificantly enhanced the academic and 
research capabilities of black engineers." 
Faculty and Staff Honors 
State and national attention has come to 
Prairie View in other ways as well. Here 
are only a few of the honors and recogni­
tions given to our faculty: Dr. George 
Ruble Woolfolk, Professor Emeritus of 
History, was appointed to the Texas State 
Historical Association; Dr. Frank 
Hawkins, Head of the Mathematics 
Department, was elected to the Executive 
Board of the Southwest Research 
Association; Dr. Flossie M. Byrd, Dean 
of Home Economics, was elected to 
National Honorary Membership in 
Omicron Nu; Barbara Jacket, head of the 
Women's Track Team, was honored as 
1987 Coach of the Year by the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA), and she also named as Head 
Coach for the United States' Women's 
Team for the World Championship held in 
Rome, Italy in August, 1987; Dr. Elaine P. 
Adams, Vice President for Student Affairs, 
was appointed as Co-Chairperson of the 
Minority Retention Advisory Committee 
of the Texas Higher Education Coordinat­
ing Board and also was named to the 
Editorial Board of NASPA Journal, a 
publication of the National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators; Dr. 
Bernita Patterson, Associate Director of 
Counseling, was recently listed in the 1987 
edition of Who's Who in Professional and 
Executive Women; Dr. Millard F. Eiland, 
Director of the Forensic Society and Head 
of the Department of Communications, 
was appointed Associate Editor for the Na­
tional Forensic Journal. Drs. Willie F. 
Trotty and Louis L. Aikens, of the College 
of Education, published a book entitled 
Theory Into Practice: A Casebook for 
Students of School Administration. 
Student Honors 
Just to let you know that our students have 
also achieved their share of recognitions, 
here is another partial list: senior Todd 
Davis has published an article in a recent 
issue of Ebony Man magazine, entitled 
"Building Empires Early," in which he 
explains how he will gross approximately 
$30,000 this year from an enterprise 
selling college sweatshirts of his own 
design; students in the Forensic Society 
won seven trophies at the Barbara Jordan 
Forensic Tournament at Texas Southern 
University, the team won third place 
sweepstakes, and at the Pi Kappa Delta 
tournament in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, they 
won two "Superior" awards and three "Ex­
cellent" awards; Finance major John Josiah 
and Communications majors Fredrika 
Poindexter and Jeffrey Armstrong won 
$4,800 in cash prizes from Anheuser 
Busch, Inc. for their work in the annual 
Black History Month Essay Contest; 
Quentin Briggs, Tina Goodwin and Darryl 
Riser received fellowships for graduate 
study at Ohio State University; Glenda 
Steward and Anthony Brown, Mathemat­
ics seniors, took top awards for their 
research papers at the Beta Kappa Chi 
National Convention in Dallas; Communi­
cations majors Jacqueline Davis and 
Lawanda Norris received the newly 
created George R. McElroy Awards for 
Journalistic Excellence at the National 
Association of Black Journalists regional 
meeting in Houston; Morrell Price, III, 
Marion Moore, Kevin Enders, Ricky 
Wolfe, and Todd Davis— members of 
Students In Free Enterprise—received 
awards for their programs during the 
chapter's first year at Prairie View; Denise 
R. Black, Communications junior, was 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship by the Dow 
Jones Newspaper Fund; Business students 
Janice L. Bailey, Eric Clark, Perrilyne D. 
Edwards, Teresa D. Scott, Anthony P. 
Smith, and Artiquewa G. Warren received 
scholarships from the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants; 61 
students were selected as national out­
standing campus leaders in the 1987 
edition of Who's Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges; and 
Gwendolyn Johnson, Communications 
senior, won the annual Elaine Noll Schol­
arship Award. In sports, the women's 
track team, the Pantherettes, had another 
outstanding year, winning their fourth con­
secutive Southwestern Athletic Conference 
(SWAC) championship title (the seventh 
since 1977) and their second National 
Athletic Intercollegiate Association 
(NAIA) championship. Seniors in the 
group included: Cathy Taylor, Michelle 
Neal, LaVonda Luckett, Jocelyn Tatum, 
Edith Renfro, and Evan Williams. The 
men's team also did very well, with a third 
place in the NAIA meet. 
Consolidation of Colleges 
In a move to reduce administrative costs, 
increase efficiency and improve educa­
tional effectiveness, PVAMU consolidated 
three colleges into a new College of 
Applied Science and Engineering Technol­
ogy, beginning September, 1987. The 
Colleges of Agriculture and Home Eco­
nomics will be merged with the College 
of Engineering Technology, which will 
now be called the College of Applied 
Science and Engineering Technology. 
The Colleges of Agriculture and Home 
Economics will become departments in 
the new college. The computer science 
program will be transferred from the 
Department of Mathematics and Com­
puter Science to the Department of 
Engineering Technology. 
Facilities Update 
The physical improvements to our 
campus continue on schedule. The New 
Education and Classroom Building was 
opened in the fall, 1986, and the Engi­
neering Technology Building opened in 
the spring. We had a formal dedication 
of the new Chemical Engineering 
Laboratory Building in April, which was 
attended by over 100 guests, including 
Chemical Engineering alumni, members 
of the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers, and Dr. Thomas J. Saveride, 
Executive Director of Corporate Re­
search Laboratories, 3M Company. First 
opened for classes in 1984, the building's 
four labs are among the best equipped in 
the country, with over $400,000 worth of 
state-of-the-art educational equipment 
and computers. The new Agricultural 
Research Facility construction is pro­
gressing. The Print Shop moved to share 
the University Laundry building, and the 
old print shop building has been demol­
ished. New mall areas are being created 
behind Hilliard Hall, in front of the 
Student Center, and elsewhere on 
campus. Work on the new Library is 
progressing on schedule-for an opening 
in the summer of 1988. Also, the Uni­
versity Fieldhouse additions of new 
offices and a swimming pool are continu­
ing, as well as new Track and Football 
Field seating and facilities. 
1986-87 Remembered 
Some memorable events of the year in­
cluded: Craig Washington's address to the 
Homecoming Convocation; the dedica­
tions of the Abner Davis bust and the Bent, 
symbol of Tau Beta Pi engineering honor 
society; the Ministers' Conference (during 
which $25,500 in student scholarships was 
donated); the Black Family Symposium 
with Dorothy Height as featured speaker; 
the Martin Luther King Day observance, 
addressed by Yolanda King; Prairie View 
Trail Riders Day; the spring convocation 
addressed by Rev. Edward V. Hill. 
Community Ties 
We have continued to cultivate the natural 
ties that our university has with the com­
munity. In June, PVAMU hosted the 
Chambers of Commerce from the Waller 
County communities of Brookshire, 
Hempstead, Prairie View, and Waller for a 
dinner meeting on campus. The meeting's 
theme was "Waller County Working To­
gether." Speakers addressed the county's 
concerns regarding the economy, legisla­
tion, and social services. Approximately 
150 chamber members and guests at­
tended. Prairie View's economic impact on 
the surrounding counties is considerable, 
and we wish to continue the good relation­
ships we have with our neighbors. 
Gifts and Grants 
I am pleased to report that Prairie View 
alumni and friends once again have joined 
public and private organizations and asso­
ciations in providing economic support for 
the university. The total amount of gifts 
and grants given to the university, from 
September 1,1986 to June 30,1987, is 
$575,814.28, with an additional $234,040 
in pledges. 
I cannot list all of the contributors here, 
but I do want to mention that Prairie View 
received its first endowed chair when the 
AT&T Foundation gave PVAMU the first 
installment of a $150,000 endowment 
(matched by A&M to come to $300,000) 
for a "Named Professorship" in the 
College of Engineering. 
Another especially noteworthy gift has 
come to us from Mrs. Savannah Clark, a 
Prairie View alumna of the class of '49. 
She has been most generous in giving the 
university six works of art, valued at 
$21,000, from the Harlem Renaissance 
period. The artists are James Wells, 
Richard Dempsey, Samuel Gilliam, and 
Sterling Hykes. 
Most of our gifts during the year came 
from individuals, and it is important for 
you know how much we value your 
support. 
Prairie View is actively pursuing funding 
to enhance our programs. This is neces­
sary, since as a state institution we only ^ 
receive about 1/3 of our operating ex­
penses from the State of Texas. To 
provide quality education for our students, 
we have developed programs and projects 
that our individual, private and public 
sector friends believe are worth investing 
in. 
Annual Fund Campaign 
For this reason, we are launching an 
Annual Fund Campaign in September, and 
soon we will be asking you for a contribu­
tion. It is critical for us, as it is for other 
institutions of higher education, to 
generate financial support from within the 
university family. This support shows 
corporations and foundations that we are 
united in our efforts to make Prairie View 
the best it can be, which in turn gives them 
the confidence to contribute to the univer­
sity. 
110th Anniversary in '88 
In just one year, we will begin celebrating 
our 110th Anniversary, marking the 110th 
year since the university first opened its 
doors for classes. At that time, there were 
only eight students. Now, as the student 
body approaches 5,000, we have a lot to 
be proud of. Our history of education is a 
valuable Texas and national heritage. We 
can be proud to have contributed to the 
pioneering spirit of the land grant college, 
which has always stood for the democra­
tizing of information-making education 
available to the people, not just the elite. 
Our new library, with its constantly 
growing holdings, will also open next 
year. It will stand as a fitting tribute to this 
university and its spirit in its anniversary 
year. 
As you can see, there are exciting things 
happening on "The Hill." All of us at 
Prairie View appreciate your past support 
and your continued interest. 
Sincerely, 
Percy A. 
